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H oly Island is linked to th e
m ainland by a causew ay w h ich
is covered by th e sea tw ice each
day. Th e island is inaccessible to
veh icles and pedestrians for
approxim ately 5 h ours each day.
Safe crossing tim es are posted
at each end of th e causew ay
and can be obtained from
w w w .lindisfarne.org .uk. Please
respect th e tides, do not ch ance

your luck and drive straig h t into
th e North Sea.

F o r f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n
p l e a s e t e l e p h o n e :
H oly Island of L indisfarne
C om munity Developm ent
Trust – 0 1 2 8 9 3 8 9 0 0 4
or
B erw ick Tourist Inform ation
C entre – 0 1 2 8 9 3 0 1 7 8 0 .

H o l y I s l a n d C a u s e w a y

H o ly I s l a n d
o f L i n d i s f a r n e

Th e C o m m u n i t y , t h e
C a s t l e , t h e Pr i o r y a n d
Na t u r e Re s e r v e
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Ple a s e c o n s u lt i n d iv i d u a l w e b s it e s b e f o r e y o u s t a r t y o u r j o u r n e y .

Pl a c e o f Pi l g r i m a g e a n d Pr a y e r

A s a ‘cradle’ of E ng lish
C h ristianity H oly Island attracts
m any visitors each year w h o
com e as pilg rim s or for a retreat,
seeking spiritual renew al and
refresh m ent, follow ing in th e
steps of th e North ern Saints,
especially A idan and C uth bert.

Th ere are th ree ch urch es on
th e island: St A idan’s Rom an

C ath olic C h urch , St C uth bert’s
United Reform ed C h urch and St
M ary’s C h urch of E ng land
Parish C h urch ; each of th ese
offer reg ular w orsh ip and are
open for visitors every day.
Th ere are also tw o retreat
centres: M aryg ate H ouse and
th e Open G ate.

w w w .lindisfarne.org .uk/ relig ion

No r t h u m b e r l a n d C o a s t
Th e North um berland C oast is w idely recog nised for its varied and
spectacular landscape. Th e quality of th is landscape h as been judg ed
am ong st th e finest in E ng land and W ales and as such h as been
desig nated as an A rea of Outstanding Natural B eauty ( A ONB ) and
covers 3 9 m iles of coast from B erw ick to th e C oquet estuary.
W ebsites: w w w .north um berlandcoastaonb.org ,
w w w .ourcoastoursea.org .uk
E mail: coastaonb@ north um berland.g ov.uk

L ocated 6 0 m iles
north of New castle
upon Tyne and
6 0 m iles south of
E dinburg h .
B y C a r : 5 m iles off
th e A 1 , follow sig ns
from B eal.
B y Tr a i n / B u s /
Ta x i : 8 m iles south
of B erw ick- upon-
Tw eed m ainline
station. Sum m er
bus service only.

H o l y I s l a n d To d a y

A w arm w elcom e to H oly Island
w h ere th ere is a th riving island
com munity of 1 5 0 people. Th e
Island h as a post office, g eneral
store and a first sch ool. L ocal
fish erm en still fish from th e
sm all h arbour.

Th e H oly Island C om munity
Development Trust, establish ed
in 1 9 9 6 , is run by volunteers and
h as led several exciting projects
for th e benefit of th e islanders
and visitors. Please com e and
see us in th e L indisfarne C entre
(details opposite) . Oth er Trust
projects include th e creation of
th e G ospel G arden (pictured
below ) , responsibility for th e
inner h arbour area, and building
affordable h ouses for local people.

In 2 0 1 1 th e trust started
renovating th e form er
C oastg uard L ookout Tow er for
public access, and building a new
w ildlife observation/ inform ation
point along side th e h arbour road.
Th ese new features are due for
com pletion in sum m er 2 0 1 2 .

Th e com munity h ope you
enjoy your visit to th e island
w h eth er you h ave com e for th e
nature reserve, th e castle, th e
priory, th e ch urch es, th e peace
and tranquility or for quiet
contem plation in one of th e
retreats.

Please respect our com munity
and th e special H oly Island
of L indisfarne.



Opening Times 2013 -14
29 Mar – 3 0 Sept
10:00 am – 6 pm (daily)
1 Oct   –  3 Nov
10:00 am –  4 pm (daily)
4 Nov – 14 Feb (2014)
10:00 am – 4 pm (Sat/Sun only)
15 Feb  –  23 Feb (2014)
10:00 am – 4 pm (daily)
24 Feb  –  31 Mar (2014)
10:00 am – 4 pm (Sat/Sun only)
Closed: 2 4, 25, 2 6 Dec and  also
1 Jan (2014)
(Last entry 30 minutes before
closing)

Admission Costs
Adults: £5.2 0
Concession: £4.7 0
Child: £3.1 0
Shop: Free  admission

Under 5 s and English Heritage
Members go free. Additional
entry  charges may apply on
event days.

L i n d i s f a r n e C a s t l e L i n d i s f a r n e Pr io r y

L indisfarne Priory w as and
still rem ains one of th e m ost
im portant centres of B ritish
C h ristianity. Today, it offers th e
perfect island escape – a place
of peace and spirituality.

Th e priory, founded in A D 6 3 5 ,
is fam ed as th e h om e and
orig inal burial g round of
St C uth bert, w h o lived on
L indisfarne until h is death in
A D 6 8 7 . H is rem ains w ere
exh um ed 1 1 years later and
found to be undecayed – a sure
sig n of sanctity. Th e tranquility
w as disturbed w h en Viking
raiders invaded th e island
in A D 7 9 3 .

H ear all about th e enth ralling
story of th e m onks and Viking s
in th e fascinating visitor centre
and g ift sh op.Take in spectacular
view s of th e coast, stroll
around th e atm osph eric ruins
of th is tranquil setting and see
th e stunning rainbow arch . B e
th rilled by live action and living
h istory events in th e priory
g rounds every spring
and sum m er.

L indisfarne C astle
w w w .nationaltrust.org .uk/ lindisfarne
Tel: 0 1 2 8 9 3 8 9 2 4 4
E m ail: lindisfarne@ nationaltrust.org .uk

Opening Times 2013-14
29 Mar-30 Sep
10 am– 5 pm
1 Oct- 31 Oct
10 am– 4 pm
1 Nov-31Mar (2014)
(Phone for timings)
Closed: 2 4, 25, 2 6 Dec and  also 1, 2
Jan (2014)
(Last entry to exhibition area  45
minutes  before centre closes)

Admis s io n C o s t s
Adults: £3.00
Ages 5-15: £1.00
Family Ticket (2 adults and 3+
children) : £8.00
Shop: Free admission

Th e L i n d i s f a r n e C e n t r e

The L indisfarne C entre
w w w .lindisfarne.org .uk
Tel: 0 1 2 8 9 3 8 9 0 0 4
E m ail: lindisfarne- centre@ uk2 .net

Th e L indisfarne C entre is run by
th e H oly Island C om munity
Developm ent Trust and is a
g ood place to start your visit.
Th e centre is staffed by local
people w ith know ledg e of th e
island and is packed w ith
inform ation and activities for
adults and ch ildren. W e stock
leaflets, books and a selection of
g ifts. A ll funds raised from th e
sh op and exh ibitions are
reinvested in com munity
projects based on th e island.

C om e and see a copy of th e
L i n d i s f a r n e G o s p e l s and
‘turn th e pag es’ on th e
touch screen displays.

Th e first Viking raids in B ritain
w ere on H oly Island in A D 7 9 3 .
C omeand see th e Vi k i n g 7 9 3
film and oth er exh ibits from
th ese exciting tim es.

H ear stories and see pictures
of w h at it w as like living on th e
island in tim es past in th e
I s l a n d L i f e exh ibition.

Th e L indisfarne C entre is packed
w ith inform ation and activities
for adults and ch ildren.

L ocation h as alw ays been th e
m ain attraction for th e ow ners
and occupiers of L indisfarne
C astle on H oly Island.

W h eth er it be th e orig inal Tudor
builders looking for a strong
position to protect th e island
h arbour, or th e w ealth y
E dw ardian bach elor seeking a
quiet retreat from L ondon, th e
situation of th e C astle h as
intrig ued and inspired for
centuries.

L utyens’ renovation both h ides
and em ph asises th e old fort, all
th e w h ile overlooking G ertrude
Jekyll's ench anting w alled
g arden, th e traditional upturned
boat sh eds, and th e often-
m issed g randeur of th e L im e
K ilns, m ag nificent evidence of
L indisfarne's industrial past.
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L indisfarne Priory
w w w .eng lish - h eritag e.org .uk/ lindisfarne
Tel: 0 1 2 8 9 3 8 9 2 0 0
E m ail: lindisfarne.priory@ eng lish - h eritag e.org .uk

Opening Times 2013-14
16th Feb- 4th Nov (Tues-Sun)
Open Bank Holidays and some
Mondays, see website
Opening tide dependent either
10am-3pm or 12pm-5pm
(Last entry 30 minutes before
closing)

Admission Costs
Gift aid adult: £7.20
Gift aid child: £3.60
Gift aid family: £18.00

Adult Standard: £6.50
Child Standard: £3.25
Family Standard: £16.25

Under 5's and National Trust
members go free

National Trust shop in village.
Free admission. Open 10am -
5pm (tide dependent)

Weddings by arrangement

Access: Property on a very
steep slope, with steps, trip and
slip hazards and low doorways.
Assistance dogs only.



H o l y I s l a n d Ti m e l i n e

6 3 5 Th e island is g iven to St A idan by th e A ng lo- Saxon K ing
O sw ald as a base from w h ich th e pag an North um brians
w ould be converted to C h ristianity.

6 8 5 C uth bert becom es B ish op but dies in A D 6 8 7 on Inner F arne.

6 9 8 L indisfarne G ospels beg un. Th e com munity becom es th e
centre of th e cult of St C uth bert.

7 9 3 F irst Viking raid, m onastery attacked and plundered.

8 7 5 F urth er Viking raids and m onastery abandoned. M onks flee
w ith St C uth bert’s rem ains.

1 0 8 2 Priory re- founded. Island becom es know n as ‘H oly Island’.

1 1 2 2 Parish C h urch of St M ary’s built.

1 5 3 6 A fter dissolution of M onastery, th e sm all com munity of
m onks leave to return to Durh am .

1 5 4 9 F irst building on castle site.

1 7 9 0 C oal pits in operation.

1 7 9 1 E nclosure A ct encloses ag ricultural land on th e island.
Perm ission g ranted to install first lim ekiln.

1 8 6 0 s –
1 9 0 0 L im estone extraction and lim e burning at castle point.

1 9 0 2 E dw ard H udson, founder of C ountry L ife M ag azine, acquires
th e castle.

1 9 0 3 Sir E dw in L utyens restores th e castle.

1 9 1 1 G ertrude Jekyll’s w alled g arden beg un.

1 9 4 4 C astle h anded over to th e National Trust.

1 9 5 4 F irst section of tarm ac causew ay built.

1 9 5 6 M ains electricity and A rtesian w ell w ater supplies com pleted.

1 9 5 8 H M Queen E lizabeth visits island.

1 9 6 1 Sew ag e system installed.

1 9 6 4 L indisfarne National Nature Reserve desig nated.

1 9 6 6 C ausew ay com pleted.

1 9 9 6 H oly Island of L indisfarne C om munity Developm ent Trust
founded.

1 9 9 8 Sch ool is “m oth balled” as th ere are no pupils.

1 9 9 9 F irst affordable h ousing project com pleted providing rented
h om es for locals.

2 0 0 0 L indisfarne C entre opened in M aryg ate.

2 0 0 0 Sch ool re- opens.

2 0 0 8 Prince E dw ard visits island.

2 0 0 8 Viking E xh ibition installed
in L indisfarne C entre.

2 0 1 0 Second affordable
h ousing project
com pleted.

Right: Viking Raider stone
from L indisfarne Priory
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H o l y I s l a n d Vi l l a g e
a The L indisfarne H otel 0 1 2 8 9 3 8 9 2 7 3
b St. A idan’s R.C . C hurch 3 8 9 3 2 3
c The Island Oasis C afé 3 8 9 1 1 9
d L indisfarne Scriptorium 3 8 9 2 6 9
e The Ship Inn (pub & accom .) 3 8 9 3 1 1
f The National Trust Shop 3 8 9 2 5 3
g C eltic C rafts 3 8 9 0 3 3
h Sallys of L indisfarne 3 8 9 0 3 3
i Pilgrim’s C afé 3 8 9 1 0 9
j The Open G ate Retreat H ouse 3 8 9 2 2 2
k The Stables C afé 3 8 9 0 6 0
l L indisfarne C entre

( G ospels, Viking s & Island E xh ibitions) 3 8 9 0 0 4
m M arygate Retreat H ouse 3 8 9 2 4 6
n The G ospel G arden 3 8 9 0 0 4
o Post Office 3 8 9 2 7 1
p St. C uthbert C entre 3 8 9 2 5 4
q St. A idan’s W inery 3 8 9 2 3 0
R The B ean G oose Restaurant 3 8 9 0 8 3
S L indisfarne Priory & M useum 3 8 9 2 0 0
T St. M ary’s C . of E . C hurch 3 8 9 2 1 6
U The M anor H ouse H otel 3 8 9 2 0 7
V The C rown & A nchor(pub & accom .) 3 8 9 2 1 5
W The Island Store 3 8 9 2 2 4

B e d & B r e a k f a s t s
1 The B ungalow 3 8 9 3 0 8
2 B amburgh View 3 8 9 2 1 2
3 B elmont 3 8 9 3 0 3
4 Rose Villa 3 8 9 2 6 8
5 H igh Rigg 3 8 9 0 4 0

H oly Island B ike H ire 3 0 9 6 4 3
H oly Island W alks 3 8 9 2 2 5

O n th e edg e of B ritain, land and
w ater m eet. Sh ifting sands and
tides com bine to create th e dunes,
saltm arsh and mudflats of th e
L indisfarne National Nature
Reserve, h om e to a fascinating
array of w ildlife. Th e reserve is
m anag ed by Natural E ng land to
protect h abitats and w ildlife for
your enjoym ent.

Please h elp us conserve th is special
place by keeping to path s and
avoiding disturbance to w ildlife. F or
m ore inform ation about th e reserve
please contact th e reserve office on
0 1 2 8 9 3 8 1 4 7 0 .

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n :
w w w .naturaleng land.org .uk
Tel: 0 8 4 5 6 0 0 3 0 7 8

B r e n t g e e s e E m ail:enquiries@ naturaleng land.org .uk F u l m a r s

M a i n c a r p a r kC a r p a r k s :
O pen all year

To i l e t s i n v i l l a g e :
O pen E aster – October

C o a c h a n d d i s a b l e d
c a r p a r k a n d t o i l e t s :
O pen all year

B u s St o p
M ini B us Service.
C astle sh uttle runs
from E aster to end of
October according to
tides and castle
opening tim es.

C oach and disabled
car park and toilets

To th e
castle

The nature reserve can be enjoyed all year round, with
beautiful orchids in the summer months and migrant
birds in the spring and autumn. W intering birds include
short- eared owls and the rare light- bellied brent goose
which migrates from Svalbard within the A rctic C ircle.

Pirri Pirri bur, a non- native invader,
is found throughout the dunes and
its seeds are a particular problem
from July to October. Please ensure
that the seeds are not transported
to other sites.

K e y

L indisfarne C ausew ay

Nature Trail

W alking route only over sand/ mud
( E xtrem e caution necessary –
never cross during rising tide)

B ird h ideH

W intering waders can be seen
along the causeway. C urlews,
redshank, bar- tailed godwit and
the much smaller dunlin can be
seen from autumn onwards.

H oly Island is on the route of both
StC uthbert's W ay and St Oswald's
W ay. See the websites and leaflets
for these long distance paths.

The lough bird hide is a good
place from which to look out
for peregrine, sparrowhawk
and short- eared owls in
winter.

A t the castle you should encounter the resident fulmars. L ook out to sea
and you may see eider duck or red- throated divers in winter. Y ou could
catch sight of a grey seal in the water and summer may bring passing
puffins and guillemots.

The dune grassland is grazed with cattle and sheep
and helps maintain an open sward, allowing marsh
and spotted orchids, and grass of Parnassus to flourish.
Insects such as the dark green fritillary
butterfly also thrive here.

Sandham B ay is a good area to look
out for seals. G rey Seals are most
common in this area, they could be
hauled out on rocks exposed by
the tide.

B a r - t a i l e d g o d w i t

M a r s h h e l l e b o r i n e

Sh e l d u c k

G r e y Se a l s Pi r r i  Pi r r i  b u r
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