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Situated in the north of
N

orthum
berland N

ational 
Park less than an hour from
N

ew
castle,the C

heviot H
ills

m
ark the border w

ith Scotland;
a w

ild,rom
antic landscape of

rounded hills and valleys.

A
 picnic and a paddle in the Bream

ish or
H

arthope Valley is a traditional day out.
You can share the shallow

,clean rivers w
ith

dippers and otters and even park your car
and sit close by on the riverbank.Experience
the finds from

 the archaeological digs of the
valley’s hillforts w

hich are on display at the
N

ational Park C
entre,Ingram

.H
ere you can

also get an ice cream
 and find out about

other local attractions.

The C
heviot H

ills are m
ade up of hard

igneous rocks,either granite or andesites.
The latter are the rem

ains of lava from
 

extinct volcanoes.The hills are crisscrossed
w

ith bridlew
ays w

hich allow
 m

ountain bikers
and w

alkers to follow
 the routes of ancient

cattle drovers.The dram
atic w

aterfall of
Linhope Spout is a w

orthw
hile visit for a

fam
ily day out.But for a real challenge,clim

b
C

heviot – the highest point in N
orthum

berland,
w

here the Pennine W
ay snakes along the

border ridge.A
t the northern edge of the

C
heviots,w

ithin the site of Yeavering Bell,
you can still trace the pre-Rom

an rem
ains 

of ancient circular huts.

The Cheviots 

Enjoy the m
ajesty of the

Sim
onside H

ills or the 
intim

acy of the C
oquet Valley

w
here you w

ill find a rich
cultural heritage of m

usic,
castles and historic churches 
to enjoy.

The beautiful C
oquet Valley is stunning all

year round,w
ith breathtaking view

s and
inspiring landscapes.A

t Barrow
burn,som

e 
of the very best hay m

eadow
s can easily 

be seen from
 the road or nearby paths.

If you go for a stroll in H
olystone you w

ill
find the tranquil Lady’s W

ell dedicated to 
the V

irgin M
ary.C

lose by,the 17th C
entury

W
oodhouses Bastle (fortified hom

estead)
nestles into the hillside.C

oquetdale has a
vibrant culture deeply rooted in agricultural
show

s and traditional m
usic.

The picturesque traditional m
arket tow

n of
Rothbury,w

ith its interesting and distinctive
shops,is a great place to take a break.
N

earby,the Sim
onside H

ills and Lordenshaw
s

can be explored on foot.W
onder about the

origin of the fam
ous prehistoric ‘cup and ring’

m
arkings on the stones,w

hilst taking in the
inspiring view

s.

Coquetdale
Explore the w

onderful charm
 

of the countryside in the N
orth

Tyne and R
ede Valleys.M

eander
along the w

inding rivers,quiet
w

oodlands and be invigorated
by the m

ajestic hills.Feel the
vibrant

com
m

unity spirit
celebrating the w

onderful
quality of life in these tw

inned
valleys.

Scattered through the w
ild landscape,w

hich
w

as once the stam
ping ground of the

notorious Border clans – the Reivers,are
historic bastles (fortified hom

esteads) and
castles.D

iscover the ruins of a Rom
an fort 

at H
igh Rochester and the Percy C

ross
com

m
em

orating the fierce 14th
C

entury
A

nglo-Scottish battle at O
tterburn.Large

forests provide the rare red squirrel w
ith 

a secure hom
e.C

atch a glim
pse of otters 

w
hich can be seen along the rivers and

stream
s.

Bellingham
 is a historic m

arket tow
n on 

The Pennine W
ay N

ational Trail.C
lose by 

is H
areshaw

 Linn w
ith its dram

atic w
aterfall 

w
hich is a great place for fam

ily w
alks.V

illages
such as G

reenhaugh and Falstone provide
pubs and tearoom

s w
here you can relax in

the com
pany of local people.

North Tyne & Redesdale 
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Explore the breathtaking scenery, wildlife
and history of Northumberland National
Park. Immerse yourself in the peace and
quiet, escape the stresses and strains of
modern life and enjoy all the great
outdoors has to offer.

Walking
Some of the best walking country
in England can be found in 
Northumberland National Park:
from long distance trails such as the 
Hadrian’s Wall National Trail and the 
Pennine Way, to shorter, circular 
routes and village strolls. If you want 
to get away from it all, then the wide 
open spaces around Otterburn 
in Redesdale or the wooded valleys 
of the North Tyne are for you.
The Cheviot Hills offer views of 
three counties and the Breamish 
Valley provides trails amongst 
archaeological remains. In Rothbury 
and Coquetdale the choice of walking 
is varied, ranging from the high, open,
dome-like hills of the Upper Coquet to 
the pastoral terraces of the river 
valley near Rothbury.

Cycling
Discover one of England’s best kept
cycling secrets - routes range from
meandering river valleys and 
quiet country roads to wild open
moorland blasts. Popular routes
include the Pennine Cycleway, the
Reivers Cycleway and the new
Hadrian’s Cycleway. Shorter rides
include the Rothbury and Coquetdale
Cycle Trails and routes around the
North Tyne and Rede valleys.

Horse Riding
Northumberland National Park offers
quiet bridleways and country roads
ideal for horse riding. Experienced
riders can find challenging routes in the
Cheviot Hills, particularly in the
Breamish Valley and around Alwinton in
the Upper Coquet Valley. Good riding
centres around the National Park
provide an ideal introduction to short
rides, day treks and escorted carriage
rides for all abilities.

Archaeology 
& History
Its historic environment, is without
doubt, one of Northumberland
National Park’s special qualities. It
provides evocative reminders of our
turbulent past, which survive largely
undamaged. From Hadrian’s Wall in the
south to the Breamish Valley’s ancient
hill forts and the wonderful prehistoric
landscapes of the Cheviot Hills in the
north, the area provides a uniquely
personal experience for every visitor.
Over 2000 years of military history is
still in the making on Otterburn
Ranges.To explore it, contact the
National Park Centre, Rothbury.

Fishing
The river’s North Tyne,Tweed and
Coquet provide first class salmon and
sea trout fishing. Many clubs sell day
permits to visitors which are available
from local pubs and Post Offices.

Wildlife
The conifer forests of the North Tyne
are a well known last haven for the
native red squirrel. Many other rare
species also flourish here.The heather
moors host our emblematic curlew,
alongside black grouse, ring ouzel and
golden plover, whilst on the endangered
peat mires, the carnivorous sundew 
can be found. A multitude of minibeasts
and beautiful flowers thrive in hay
meadows which have evolved from
traditional farming during centuries 
of care.

Countryside Access
For information on your ‘Right to Roam’
log onto:
www.countrysideaccess.gov.uk

www.nor thumber l andna t iona l pa rk .org . uk
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